Spotlight
A Publication of Cedar Point Federal Credit Union
June 2012

Right Mix of Money Makes for Smooth Traveling
You're getting ready to go on vacation. What's the money mix in your wallet? Cedar Point Federal Credit Union can help you
get off to a great adventure with these convenient and safe money options.
First, take along different payment forms when traveling. A mix of U.S. and foreign currency (if traveling abroad), traveler's
checks, credit cards, and debit cards is optimal.
• Cash. Take a small amount of cash. Carry enough cash, however, to cover costs such as transportation, admission fees,
telephone calls, small meals, and tips. If you're traveling abroad, avoid exchanging money at the airport, where rates can be
very high. Instead, buy your foreign currency at Cedar Point. Currency can be ordered at any Cedar Point teller line or online
at www.cpfcu.com/services/e-Services/travelex.html. Foreign currency purchased at Cedar Point must be picked up at our
Headquarters Office in Lexington Park.
Divide cash into small amounts and keep them in separate places. That way, if some of the money is lost or stolen, you won't
lose the entire stash.
• Cash Passport. The Chip & PIN Cash Passport is a MasterCard branded reloadable debit card which can be used at ATMs,
shops, and restaurants where Euros or Pounds are used. This card can be purchased online from the Travelex link on our
web site at www.cpfcu.com/services/e-Services/travelex.html. There are restrictions and fees associated with this service, so
please be sure to read the terms and conditions before purchasing.
• ATM/debit cards*. Debit cards offer direct access to funds from a checking account. Unlike a credit card, there's no
outstanding balance or interest to pay upon returning from vacation. They're an alternative to carrying a checkbook or large
amounts of cash. And more than 10 million merchant locations worldwide will accept your Visa Debit Card. Debit cards also
serve as ATM cards, so you can withdraw cash as needed. Links to the STAR ATM locator http://www.star.com/locator/ are
available on our website under Resources/Links and on the ATM Services page.
You can get a small, debit card sized register book and cover at any branch office. That way you can keep track of your
purchases without having to carry your full sized register with you. If you would rather not write every purchase down, be
sure to keep your receipts so you can update your checkbook once you get back to your room.
If you are planning to use your Cedar Point ATM, Visa Debit or MasterCard when on travel, please let us know. Otherwise
our fraud detection service might stop your transaction as possibly fraudulent.
• Credit cards*. They're fairly safe to carry and don't tie up other funds. As a fallback, you can get cash advances from a
credit card. Cedar Point does not have a higher rate for cash advances, however interest will begin to accrue at the time of
withdrawal. As stated above, be sure to let us know when you travel with your MasterCard.
Consider charging major purchases, such as hotel stays, to reserve cash or traveler's checks for smaller purchases.
Before you leave, make copies of what's in your wallet so you'll know what's missing if something is lost or stolen. Write down
account numbers and card issuers' contact information, but keep the list in a safe place, separate from your wallet.
One last tip: Use PCUPay to schedule payments in advance so bills are paid when you're on vacation.
Visit your local Cedar Point office today. We can help with vacation savings and loan
products, and convenient and safe money options.
*Cedar Point charges a $1.00 fee to members using their Cedar Point ATM or Debit card at a non-Cedar Point
ATM. Senior members (age 55 and over) should submit receipts for reimbursement. Other fees may be charged
by the machine owner. MasterCard and VISA charge a 1% transaction fee for most non-U.S. transactions. The
exchange rate is determined by the processor at the time of the transaction.

TRAVEL SERVICES

SAVE MONEY WITH MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Unlike other travel services, Benefits Plus© doesn’t make
money on what you spend. Instead, they use all of the
resources available, including the internet and “inside” travel
industry trade-only connections to deliver more value for your
travel and vacation dollar. They offer the guaranteed lowest
rates (even including Internet rates and “specials”), plus
discounts and rebates on:

Did you know that more than 200 businesses around the
country try to make the lives of active, reserve, and retired
service members and their families easier by offering
discounts on products and services?
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International & Domestic Air
Car Rental Reservations
Hotel Accommodations
Cruises
Condominium Vacations
Ski Lift Tickets
Theme Parks
CityPass®
Amtrak Tickets & Eurail Passes

Benefits Plus© professional travel agents are skilled in finding
you the lowest guaranteed rates and can make suggestions
that can result in tremendous savings. Call them at
1.866.329.PLUS (7587) and experience concierge level
service with guaranteed savings!

INTERESTED?
©

Benefits Plus Travel Services, along with the many other
services listed below can be yours when you sign up for
Benefits Plus© at any branch office. Ask for favorite member
service representative for details, or visit us online at
www.cpfcu.com/accounts/club/BenPlus.html.
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Identity Theft Protection and Security Center
90-Day Purchase Protection & Extended Repair
Warranty
Staples Home & Office Discounts
Roadside Assistance
National Restaurant Discounts
Dining Dough
Online and Mail Order Discounts
Movie Discounts
Retail and Wholesale Club Discounts

PLUS

Many restaurants offer savings, but they usually depend on
location and individual restaurant participation. In St. Mary’s
County, you can save 10% on your meal purchase at
Applebee’s, Ruby Tuesday, and Texas Roadhouse. Other
restaurants in the area offer discounts as well, so be sure to
call and ask your favorite restaurant.
Some clothing stores offer 10% to 20% off full-priced items.
Footlocker in Lexington Park offers a 20% discount. Other
stores offer markdowns on specific days of the month.
Lowe’s in Lexington Park and Waldorf, and Home Depot in
Waldorf offer 10% off your purchase. Precision Tune Auto
Care in Lexington Park offers a 10% discount.
If you travel with Amtrak, you can receive 10% off train
tickets for you and your family. Some companies, such as
Budget Rental Cars or Alamo, offer up to 25% off car
rentals. Airlines like American Airlines offer military
appreciation fare sales. Various hotels also provide
discounts depending on rates based on variable daily limits
(allowable per diem), location, and availability.
Many websites compile lists of discounted services. Sign up
at www.military.com to receive deals like department store
discounts and rebates on new cars. www.armytimes.com
also shares military discounts.
Of course, not all store locations offer the
same discount, and discounts can vary
from state to state and day to day. Make
sure that you bring your valid military
ID with you when you visit, and call
ahead to make sure that location is
offering a military discount.

This article is offered for the benefit of our military
members. This list is not meant to be all inclusive,
nor does mention in this article imply endorsement.

◊ Discounts from over 150 local merchants!

Federally Insured
by

NCUA

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through registered representatives of Hornor, Townsend, & Kent, Inc. (HTK), Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC,
307 International Circle Ste. 100, Hunt Valley, MD 21030, 410-821-2920.
Securities are not insured by the FDIC, NCUA or any other bank or credit union insurance; are not deposits or other obligations of the ﬁnancial institution and are not
guaranteed by the ﬁnancial institutions; and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal invested. CPFCU/CPFS is not afﬁliated with HTK.
Life, Health and Disability insurance is provided by National Financial Legacy Group (NFLG). Insurance coverage is Not a Deposit, Not Guaranteed by the Credit Union, Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency, and Not NCUSIF Insured. NFLG is not afﬁliated with HTK.

